 Terms of Reference 
The South Western Ontario Speech Language Pathologist Stroke Network
Purpose:  A network for Speech Language Pathologists who provide services to stroke survivors and their caregivers across the stroke care continuum.  We provide mutual support, education, resources, and professional advocacy.  

Objectives:
· Share and develop expertise amongst Speech Language Pathologists through education, discussing issues, discussing best practice guidelines, and research;
· Facilitating positive working relationships and partnerships by providing a means of communicating for Speech Language Pathologists involved with stroke survivors/caregivers; 

· Provide a Speech Language Pathologist link with other professional SLP organizations (OSLA), the SWO Regional Stroke Strategy, the Ontario Stroke System and other speech language pathology stroke initiatives, in order to advance professional representation through advocacy in partnership with the above; 
· Strengthen and promote seamless Speech Language Pathology services for stroke survivors/caregivers across the continuum of care;
· Address gaps in services between and across corporations or providers;
· Develop, implement, and/or participate in research projects;
· To liaise with other professionals involved with stroke care 

Membership:  SLPs working across the continuum of care with stroke survivors and their caregivers as well as those in educational settings and those involved in research in the field. We may expand beyond the SWO Boundaries once we hear from Gina
Terms: During this first term of office 2 network members will assume responsibility as Co-Chairs with consideration to geographical representation and representation of the continuum of care.  The Co-chairs will be responsible for facilitating meetings and topics for a 2 year period.  One of these Co-chairs will stay on for a 3rd year and a new co-chair will begin the next 2 year term.  In this way the Co-chairs will be staggered to ensure that there is always one co-chair with one year experience.  
Reporting Relationship:  Network members may be required by their Institutions/Regional Stroke Steering Committee or district stroke working groups to report on the activities of the network. 

Meeting Frequency and Means:  The network will make use of teleconferencing and videoconferencing to maintain contact at least three times annually, and have one face-to-face meeting a year.

Decision Making:  Decisions will be made by consensus.

