
Background 

The Southwestern Ontario (SWO) Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) Network has been in operation since 2007 through the support 

of the SWO Stroke Network.  The network consists of 55 Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) from SWO, who provide services to 

stroke survivors and caregivers across the stroke care continuum.  The network assists SLPs to develop expertise through education, 

discussion of issues, best practice guidelines and research.  Other areas of focus include addressing gaps in services, and connecting 

with other professionals in stroke care.  The network has annual face to face meetings as well as several videoconferences 

throughout the year.  During a recent face to face meeting, the Network members expressed interest in creating a blog to  further 

facilitate communication and education efforts.   

Next Steps 
Future directions include:   

1. Providing updates of how to easily post to encourage 

more network members to be active participants.  

2. Encourage interactive questions/case studies to assist 

with direct clinical care. 

3. Increase awareness of the blog to SLPs from regions 

outside of Southwestern Ontario.   

  

 

Results 

Discussion 
• The SLP Blog site has been a helpful tool to enhance 

communication, and transfer knowledge among network 

members.  Surveys have indicated frequent use as well as 

member satisfaction with the purpose and use of the blog.  

Feedback was positive and emphasized the blog as a helpful 

professional tool.   

 

Blog Statistics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There have been ~4700 hits since the initiation of the blog site.  

• Traffic has varied from month to month, but has been 

consistently drawing a minimum of 400 hits per month recently 

 

 

Survey Results:   

 

• SLPs accessed the blog site primarily for: 

• Updates (67%)   

• Education (72%)   

• 100% said they would recommend the blog to a 

friend/colleague 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• When asked to describe the blog in one or two words, all words 

generated were positive (see above) 

 

• 93% of the members rated the blog 8/10 or greater  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAK EASY 
A Blog for the Southwestern Ontario  

Speech-Language Pathology Stroke Network 
Authors: Courtney McCallum, Gina Tomaszewski and Deb Willems 

on behalf of the Southwestern Ontario Speech-Language Pathology Stroke Network 

For more information on Speak Easy visit:  

http://swoslpnetwork.wordpress.com/ 

Purpose 

• A blog was developed to enhance the Southwestern 

Ontario Speech-Language Pathology Stroke Network’s 

overall communication.  Goals were to provide an easily 

accessible medium that would promote ongoing education 

and encourage communication between network 

members. 

Methods 
• Meetings were arranged with a Communication Specialist, the 

Network Co-Chairs, the SWO Regional Rehabilitation 

Coordinator and the Regional Education Coordinator to 

discuss blog objectives, design, navigation, and training.  The 

Network Co-Chairs agreed to take the lead on the blog site 

project.  The SLP network members determined that the 

management of the blog site was to be the responsibility of 

the collective group.  The site was launched February 17, 

2011.   

 

The success of the blog has been measured in 2 ways: 

 

1. Statistics were compiled from the blog site itself, outlining 

number of views, areas that receive the most views and 

geographic locations of the viewer.  

 

2. The SLP network members were recently surveyed at their 

annual network workshop to determine utility and function of the 

blog site.    Thirty members attended and eighteen surveys were 

completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• The views per day average is 12  

• The most popular  areas on the blog have been the homepage and 

the member directory 

• Popular posts have been regarding upcoming conferences, 

dysphagia information and new communication options using apps 

 

• Best features of the blog included:  

• Easy access  

• Easier means to communicate versus email  

• Professional appearance 

• Barriers of using the blog included:   

• Lack of time  

• Difficulty posting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Geographically, most viewers are from North America and Europe.  

• From North America:  

• 80% Canada 

• 20% United States of America 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusions 
• The blog has proven to enhance communication within the 

SWO SLP Network. Network members have identified the blog 

as an easily accessible medium for education and updates.  It 

was noted to be preferred over e-mail.   Interactive 

communication on the blog has not been as well utilized and is 

a future goal. 

• Overall, this project has shown a high benefit-cost ratio.  The 

benefits (as stated before) have outweighed the cost involved 

(time, effort).  The initial time/effort required to develop and start 

the blog was the greatest (10 hours total).    Since that time, 

upkeep has been minimal (maximum 10 minutes per day).  

• Based on the success of this blog, other networks should 

explore this method as a potential communication medium.   

 


